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The Honorable David Obey

Chairman

House Appropriations Committee  

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable James Walsh

Ranking Member

House Labor, Health and Human Services, and 

Education Appropriations Subcommittee

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Tom Harkin 

Chairman

Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and 

Education Appropriations Subcommittee

U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Arlen Specter

Ranking Member

Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, and 

Education Appropriations Subcommittee

U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

On behalf of our member organizations and the millions of students and teachers who are served by them, the National Education Knowledge Industry Association (NEKIA) thanks you for your ongoing leadership in advancing research and development in education. 

For FY 2008 we urge you to support increased federal investments in research-based programs that help states and districts respond to the rapidly increasing needs of low performing schools.    As the Department of Education recently indicated, the accountability schedules in the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) will significantly increase the number of schools in need of improvement and thus,  “... rising numbers of schools identified for improvement will place even more pressure on the limited resources currently available for school improvement…(there will be) growing demand for more comprehensive improvement measures required under corrective action and restructuring”. We believe that the need has never been greater or more urgent to expand the federally supported school improvement infrastructure and deliver researched-based solutions to schools with the greatest needs to improve.  

We recommend increases for the following programs because they are a critical part of the school improvement infrastructure nationwide.  Through these programs, research-based knowledge will be effectively created, translated and applied to boost student achievement and close the achievement gaps.

 

Comprehensive Centers 
Request: $66.8 million ($10.5 million increase over FY 2007)  

The Comprehensive Centers provide intensive technical assistance for increasing the capacity of State Educational Agencies (SEAs) to implement key research-based school improvement provisions in NCLB. The system includes 16 regional centers that work directly with SEAs and five content centers to provide in-depth, research-based knowledge in key improvement areas (assessment and accountability, instruction, teacher quality, innovation and improvement; and high schools).   The recommended increase would support on average a $500,000 increase per center,  thus enabling the content centers to intensify their research-based services and the regional centers to help states respond directly to increasing numbers of schools in need of improvement and corrective action.   

 

Regional Education Laboratories 
Request: $75.5 million ($10 million increase over FY 2007)  

The Regional Educational Laboratory Program consists of a network of ten laboratories that serve the education reform and school improvement needs of a designated region. The laboratories provide access to high quality scientifically valid research through applied research and development projects, studies, and related technical assistance activities. The recommended increase would support on average a  $1 million increase per agency and be used to create a special triage “urgent response” system for immediately addressing urgent educational reform problems identified by the laboratory governing boards in each region. 
 
Research, Development, and Dissemination 
Request: $182 million ($20 million increase over FY 2007)  

This fund supports a small but diverse portfolio of programs, projects and studies that create, translate, disseminate and/or apply research-based knowledge relevant to school improvement and implementation of NCLB. Ongoing initiatives cover key issue areas including academic subjects, teacher quality, cognition and learning, reading, and math.  The fund includes discretionary grants and contracts for directed and field-initiated research, including eight national research and development centers.  The Department of Education’s investment in research and development represents less than 1% of the Department’s overall budget, the lowest level of any major federal agency. The recommended increase would increase the number of rigorous research studies focusing on pressing school improvement issues by at least 20.         
National Research and Development Centers
Request:  $26 million, as required
The centers address enduring issues of national significance in education through a sustained, focused, interdisciplinary program of research. Much of the centers’ work contributes to building the capacity of SEAs and LEAs for addressing the needs of low-performing schools. The centers are funded through an annual allocation within the Research Development and Dissemination fund determined by the Institute of Education Sciences. The requested $26 million allocation requirement to this program in FY 2008 would provide supplemental grants of up to $2 million to eligible centers for expanding the size or number of rigorous research studies on their designated topics. 
Title I School Improvement Grants 
Request: $500 million ($374 million increase over FY 2007)  

Newly funded in FY 2007, this program supports state level school improvement activities directed at schools and districts that have not met adequate yearly progress for at least two years.  The President’s request would build State capacity to lead LEA and school improvement and would provide additional resources to LEAs to support school improvement activities, including the development and implementation of effective restructuring plans.  NEKIA strongly supports the request of $500 million.   

 

NEKIA recommends continued support for the following programs in the President’s FY 2008 budget request.  These programs will play a significant role in state and local efforts to respond to the increased demand.           

 

Improving Teacher Quality State Grants
Funding Request:  $2.9 billion
This program funds professional development activities and programs to help teachers become highly qualified; research shows that improving teacher quality can contribute to skills and practices that result in higher student achievement.  Effective teacher development and training programs are based on sound scientific evidence. 

Twenty-first Century Learning Centers
Funding Request:  $981 million
this program helps communities establish or expand centers that provide extended learning opportunities for students, as well as related services to their families. From their formula grants, States make competitive awards of at least $50,000 to school districts, community-based organizations, faith-based organizations, and other public or private entities for projects that primarily serve students attending high-poverty schools. 

 
Math Science Partnerships
Funding Request:  $182 million
The Department of Education program provides State formula grants to help States and localities improve academic achievement in mathematics and science. Partnerships focus on developing rigorous mathematics and science curricula, distance learning programs, and incentives to recruit college graduates with degrees in math and science into the teaching profession.

 
Reading First
Funding Request:  $1.136 billion
State formula grant funds are used to help school districts and schools provide professional development in reading instruction for teachers and administrators, adopt and use diagnostic reading assessments for students in kindergarten through third grade to determine if and where they need help, implement reading curricula that are grounded in scientifically-based research, and provide reading interventions for young grade school children.

 

Special Education Research and Evaluation programs
Funding Request: $82 million
This program supports competitive grants, contracts, and cooperative agreements to assess the implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and the effectiveness of State and local efforts to provide special education and early intervention programs and services to infants, toddlers, and children with disabilities. 

 

Statewide Data Systems
Funding Request: $49.2 million
This program supports competitive awards to SEAs to foster the design, development, and implementation of longitudinal data systems that would enable States to use individual student data to enhance the provision of education and close achievement gaps. The request would support awards to enhance State capacity for accurate reporting of high school graduation rates and dropout data, and to increase the capability of States to efficiently satisfy Federal reporting requirements through systems like the Education Data Exchange Network.

 

Striving Readers
Funding Request:  $100 million
this program supports research-based interventions to help improve the skills of secondary school students who are reading below grade level. This funding level would fund competitive awards for: (1) the development, implementation, and testing of research-based reading interventions designed to improve the reading skills of students reading significantly below grade level; (2) rigorous evaluations, including evaluations that use experimental research designs, of reading interventions being implemented in the Nation's secondary schools to determine their efficacy; and (3) activities to improve the quality of literacy instruction across the curriculum in schools receiving program funds. 

 

Title I formula grants
Funding Request: $13.9 billion
Title I, Part A of the ESEA provides supplemental education funding, especially in high-poverty areas, for locally designed programs that offer extra academic support to help raise the achievement of students at risk of educational failure or, in the case of school wide programs, to help all students in high-poverty schools meet challenging State academic standards. This formula-based program serves more than 18 million students in nearly all school districts and more than 54,000 public schools—including two-thirds of the nation's elementary schools.

 

We recommend that the following programs proposed for elimination in the FY 2008 budget request be reinstated because of their proven effectiveness in addressing important education needs. 
Comprehensive School Reform
 $7 million
We urge the continuation of the national activities for this successful and highly rated program to coordinate, collect, assess and disseminate successful interventions for school reform. 

 
Even Start
 $111.6 million
This program supports projects that integrate early childhood education, adult education, and parenting education into "family literacy" programs. We strongly support this program which focuses on improving the educational opportunities for children and their parents in low-income areas. 

Parental Information and Resource Centers
 $39 million
These centers provide valuable training, information, and support to SEAs, LEAs, and other organizations that carry out parent education and family involvement activities. 
Smaller Learning Communities

$90.4

This program provides competitive awards to LEAs to support the creation of smaller, more personalized learning environments in large high schools. This program should be a critical component of a comprehensive federal strategy to transform high schools.    

 

State Grants for Innovative Programs
$99 million
These grants grant provide flexible support for projects focusing on a diverse range of reform and school improvement activities at the state and local level including the application of research-based knowledge to solving school-based problems  

Technology State Grants
$270 million
The grants provide funding to States and school districts to support the deployment and integration of educational technology into classroom instruction. 

 

NEKIA’s mission is to advance the development and use of research-based knowledge to improve schools and help all students achieve.  Our members are committed to creating new and better approaches to research-based knowledge to support education programs and policies at all levels of education.  
Thank you for your consideration of our requests, and do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or would like additional information on any of the programs we support. 

Sincerely,
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James W. Kohlmoos

President, NEKIA

 
